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Dear Friends, 
 

We have some wonderful events planned for Arkansas!   
 

The first one is our State Seminar on August 5-6.  Open to both directors and 

ringers,  this event will look at the art of handbell ringing from a slightly different  
perspective. 
 

Our clinician will be Deborah Carr, from Columbia, Missouri.  A top-rate handbell 
musician, Deborah will be directing one of two All-Star choirs that will rehearse 
together throughout the week and present the closing concert for the National 
Seminar in Minneapolis this July. 
 

Deborah also wears another hat:  Assistant Professor, Charter School 
Coordinator,  Educational Psychology,  Department of Education, School and 
Counseling Psychology at the University of Missouri, Columbia.  Deborah will wear 
both hats this summer in Hot Springs.  You won’t want to miss her classes about  
ministering with handbells.   Be sure to notice the class offerings. 
 

November 12 we will begin a new event geared for youth, grades 6 or 7 and up.  

AdventuRing will offer you and your youth an added experience in ringing.  For 
one Saturday they will enjoy ringing with other youth, sharpening their ringing 
skills, and having fun while they are at it.  Read more inside this newsletter. 
 

January 28 (snow date is February 4), 2012 will be our Third Annual Handbell 
Olympics for children, grades 3-6.  We almost doubled in participation in 2011, 
and we hope to continue that trend.   A fun day of ringing, handbell games, and 
pizza make this event popular. 
 

February 25, 2012 is our State Handbell Festival.  John Behnke will make 

a return visit to be our clinician.  Dr. Behnke is a well-known organist/composer/
conductor who was with us a few years ago and received rave reviews.  His choir, 
The Alleluia Ringers, from Concordia University, Wisconsin, recently were in Little 
Rock to give a concert. 
 

Don’t forget about our Handchime Loan Program.  Each school year we loan 
out a 3-octave set of handchimes to a school or church to use.  Our Handchime 
Chair Bob Bidewell is the person to talk with if you are interested.  See his e-mail 
on the left. 
 
I look forward to seeing you this summer. 
 
    Evy Lamb, Arkansas Chair 
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.Would you like to receive our newsletter via e-mail? 
Send Evy an  e-mail with AGEHR Newsletter in the Subject line.  You will be added to our 
growing list of those who receive our state information by e-mail.. 

Then you can see all the pictures in color! 



Schedule 

Friday, August 5 
6:00 PM—Registration 
6:00—9:00 PM  - Browsing at Jeffers 
6:30– 8:30—Bell Talk with Deborah 

     

Saturday, August 6 
8:00 AM—Registration 
9:00—10:00 AM—Plenary: Mindfulness Ringing 
10:00—10:30 AM—Handbell Olympics and  
  AdventuRing Reading Session 
10:30—11:00 AM—Break and Browsing 
11:00-11:45 AM—Class Period 1 
 1.  Personalities:  Dealing with  
  Conflict—Deborah Carr 
 2.  Bell Boot Camp—Kyle Blackburn 
 3.  Working with Seniors—Jay McIntyre 
11:45—12:45 PM—Lunch/Browsing 
12:45—1:30 PM—Class Period 2 
 1.  Less Than a Full Bell Choir— 
  Evy Lamb 
 2.  Bass Bells—Bob Bidewell and  
  Larry De Dymott 
 3.  4-in-Hand Ringing—Stan Livengood 
1:30—2:15 PM—Class Period 3 
  1.  Spirituality in Ringing/Music  
  —Deborah Carr 
  2.  Bell Maintenance—Silver  
   Woodbury 
  3.  Solo Ringing— 
   Sherri Cothern 
2:15—2:30 PM—Break/Browsing 
2:30—3:00 PM—State Festival Music Reading  
  Session—Deborah Carr 
4:00 PM—Jeffers closes.Have a safe trip home. 

State Handbell Seminar  

August 5-6, 2011 
First United Methodist Church  

1100 Central Avenue, Hot Springs 71901 

Deborah Carr, Clinician 

For directors and ringers 

Bell Talk with Deborah  - Our 
training and experience has taught 
most of us to focus on correction of 

details during the rehearsal experience. 
This includes the analysis of pieces and 
problem solving potential trouble spots. 

This session will explore a more 
wholistic approach to working with 

pieces that grounds both conductor and 
ringers in the wholistic message of a 

piece of music as a starting point of the 
learning process. 

 

Mindfulness Ringing - The 
pyschological aspects of rehearsing 

and performance greatly influence our 
performing abilities, our comfort levels 

in performance and our overall 
development of skill levels. This session 

will focus on "mindfulness" in both 
rehearsal and in performance, with 

strategies that allow both ringers and 
directors to maximize learning 

opportunities through deeper focus and 
awareness. 

 

Personalities and Dealing with 
Conflict - How many personalities are 
there in a bell choir? The answer might 
surprise you! This class will focus on 
the human challenges of dealing with 

conflict within rehearsals, between 
ringers and between conductors, 
ringers and other individuals who 

influence our choirs. Conflict resolution 
strategies will be explored. 

 

Spirituality in Ringing/Music - 
Many of us come from a church 

background, or first experienced bells  
as part of a church group. The 

compelling experience of ringing bells 
provides a deep sense of joy and allows 

ringers the opportunity to engage in 
spiritual connections that are uplifting 

and life-giving to the self and to others. 
This session will focus on the spiritual 
side of music and ways to expand our 

spiritual connections when ringing. 

Handbell Maintenance – Learn the 
parts of the bell, how to make basic 
repairs and adjustments and how to 
troubleshoot problems. We will also 

discuss voicing your set and how, when 
and why you should cream polish your 
bells as opposed to wiping them down. 

This class will focus primarily on 
Schulmerich bells, but some concepts 
apply to all bells. If you have a problem 
bell, please bring it along. Handchime 

care and maintenance will also be 
discussed. 

 

Bell Boot Camp—This is hands on 
basic training for beginners. We will walk 

through music and learn the various 
techniques needed to play handbell 

music including, LV, Martellato, Pluck, 
Mallets, Gyro, Tower Swinging, etc. If you 
are new to handbells, or rusty and need a 
remind-er course, then this is the class for 

you. 
 

Bass Bell Techniques - This class will 
cover techniques for performing on bass 

bells. Handling of bells in a safe and 
healthy manner will be integrated into 

technique. Options for ringing bells from 
physical handling to using a console or 

other unit to hold the bells will be 
discussed. 

 

Four-in-hand Techniques –  
Beginning with Shelley ringing and 
progressing into Four-in-hand, the 

techniques of ringing four bells at a time 
will be demonstrated and practiced. 

Musical exercises and practical musical 
situations will be used that demonstrate 

the usefulness of Four-in-hand ringing. 

 

Jeffers Handbell Supply will be 

there with lots of handbell display items 

for your perusal. 

Less than A Full Bell 
Choir -   Looking for ways  
you can use handbells with 
less than 10-13 ringers?  
Ringing with small groups  
has lots of possibilities!   
Come and see how it can 
be done, and what 
resources are available. 

Working With Seniors — 
The challenges and joys of a 'senior' group -- from sore feet 
to arthritic hands to declining vision -- we'll help each other 

cope with these challenges. 

Solo Ringing —This class 
will cover basic to advanced 
techniques to enhance the 
solo ringer's ability to ring their 
best. This class will allow 
ringers to participate in a wide 
range of ringing excercises 
and gain the ability to ring a 
solo piece. 



  was Saturday, January 29.   This day of ringing, fun, and games for children 
grades 3 through 6 was held at First United Methodist Church in Conway.  
Margaret Ratliff directed the music and Board members officiated at the 
games and awards.  We finished the day with a procession and concert, and 

our audience was so big we had to keep getting out more and more chairs for them!   

 

Look for information about Handbell Olympic 2012 in this newsletter. 



State Festival 2011 was at Pulaski Heights United Methodist Church in Little Rock on 

Saturday, February 26 with Venita MacGorman as  clinician.  At least 17 choirs were represented. 

 

Several former Arkansas Board 
members were present.  L to R:  Gail 
Hocott, G FelixThompson, Martha 
Lynn Thompson, Jay McIntyre, Ron 
Hall, Jo Wells.  It was a treat to have 
all of them with us. 





 

Handbell Olympics Games 
 

Rhythm Ringing  - recognizing and doing music rhythms.  

 

 

 

 

  Put Your Ears On    Listening to a section of music and identifying it between two choices.   

 

 

 

 

Know Your Stuff       Identifying music terms and symbols, staff names,  ringing symbols, and other 

tidbits of information a handbell or handchime ringer should know.   This may be more than one game. 
 

 

 

  Ringing Relay    Not only must the participant know what to do in each challenge, 

   he/she must do it in relay fashion with his/her team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Cut off this portion of the page, 

fill out the other side, 

and send it in!!! 

 

You and your ringers won’t want to miss 

Handbell Olympics 
 



State Festival 2012 Music List 
February 25, Lakewood United Methodist Church, North Little Rock 

John Behnke, clinician 
 

Tins           Again I Say Rejoice— arr. L Larson  3-5 octaves, Lorenz Corp,  201453L  
      Level 2 
 
Coppers   When Morning Guilds the Skies– J Behnke, 3-5 octaves, Augsburg Fortress  
      AU0800674863, Level 4   
 
Massed Easter Triumph—J D Frizzell,  3-6 octaves,  Lorenz  201562L, Level 2+ 

          Shadows— B Werner, 3-5 octaves, From the Top Music FM20169, Level 3    
         Coventry Carol—S Eithun, 3-5 octaves, Concordia CO977311, Level 2+ 

          All Creatures of our God and King—J Behnke, 3-6 octaves,  AGEHR 36041, Level 3   

Handbell Olympics 2012 Music List 
January 28 (snow date February 4), FUMC, Searcy 

Janet Gingerich, clinician 
 

We Three Kings—V Stephenson, 2-3 octaves, Choristers Guild CGB397, Level 1 
Peaceful Blessing—S Eithun, 2-3 octaves, Choristers Guild CGB641, Level 1 

  AdventuRing 2011 Music List 
  November 12, FUMC, Conway 
  Margaret Ratliff, clinician 

 
 
 

Joyful Rhythm—Kevin McChesney, Level 1+, 2-3 octaves, Choristers Guild CGB219 
              3-5 octaves, Choristers Guild  CGB689 
Still, Still, Still—Kathy Mockelbust, Level 2,  2-3 octaves,  Choristers Guild CGB210 
            3-5 octaves, Choristers Guild  CGB644 
Beautiful One—Bill Ingram,  Level 2, 2-5 octaves,  Lorenz  201496L 

Do You Like to Plan Ahead? 
Here are future dates you can put on the calendar. 

August 5-6, 2011—Summer Handbell Seminar in Hot Springs 

November 12, 2011—AdventuRing in Conway 

January 28, 2012 (snow date February 4) - Handbell Olympics in Searcy 

February 25, 2012—State Handbell Festival 

August 3-4, 2012—Summer Handbell Seminar 

February 23, 2013—State Handbell Festival 

 

February 

A
ugust 

November 
January 



American Guild of English Handbell Ringers 
Arkansas Chapter 
Evy Lamb, Chair 
2600 Ravenswood 
Fayetteville, Arkansas  72704 

In This Issue 

      

     ____  2012 Summer Seminar 

       Registration Form 

 
     ____ 2011 AdventuRing 

         Registration Form 

 
     ____  2012 Handbell Olympics  

       Registration Form 

 
     ____  Photos of past Handbell 

               
  Olympics and State  

      Festival 

See us on Facebook.   

Type in Arkansas AGEHR 

 

If you are coming from Little Rock/NorthEast Ark/Memphis going south on I-30 . . . 
             Take the Hwy 70 Exit off of Interstate 30 toward Hot Springs 
            Hwy 70 will continue into Hot Springs; it becomes Grand Avenue 
            Continue on Grand Avenue; at Grand Avenue and Central, continue on through the light (Landmark - Howard Johnson’s Inn  
  on the corner) 
            Take quick right on Pratt: go behind Howard Johnson’s 
            FUMC Christian Life Center is on left (2nd building); parking all around building and on Pratt 
  
If you are coming from I-40 (from NorthWestArk, etc). . . 
             Go south on Hwy 7; continue past Hot Springs Village 
            Hwy 7 will empty into Hwy 5 (but will continue as Hwy 7) 
            Right at Hwys 7 / 5 toward Hot Springs; this becomes Central Avenue in downtown Hot Springs 
            Go past church (which is at Central and Orange and next to the Howard Johnson’s Inn ) 
            At Central and Grand Avenues, take a right at light onto Grand Avenue 
            Take quick right on Pratt; go behind Howard Johnson’s 
            FUMC Christian Life Center is on left (2nd building); parking all around building and on Pratt 
  
If you are coming from Arkadelphia or going north on I-30 . . . 
             Take Hwy 7 (Caddo Exit) toward Hot Springs; continue by Lake DeGray, go through Bismarck , etc. 
            Hwy 7 will take you into Hot Springs; it becomes south Central Avenue 
            Continue on Central Avenue into Hot Springs; go underneath the by-pass; keep on Central 
            In downtown Hot Springs, you will continue; you will pass Oaklawn Racetrack 
            Continue til you get to Central and Grand Avenues (Landmark’s Howard Johnson’s Inn on corner) 
            Take left at Central and Grand Avenues; take quick right on Pratt; go behind Howard Johnson’s 
            FUMC Christian Life Center is on left (2nd building); parking all around building and on Pratt 


